o 1976-77 Oakland County Child Slaying

“In 1976 and 1977, over the course ofa
thirteen-month period, two boys and two girls,
ages ten through twelve, were brutally
murdered in Michigan's Oakland County.
Their violent deaths triggered the largest
murder investigation the state had

seen." .....now a ColdCase.....could this be a
NEW clue??

Below is unedited transcript segments from a
lady, Helen Dagner, who claims to have

_known the killer. She has been in contact with
authorities in the Oakland County area. She
contacted me via the "ColdCases Yahoo
discussion group" It is our hope to see this
case investigated and hopefully come to some
conclusion.

If anyone has questions or information vital to
this case...please e-mail...or leave a voicemail
at 931-397-3893.

Fax: 931-823-9821

-Todd Matthews
ColdCases Moderator/
Media Director for
Doenetwork &
Qutpost For Hope

FEEDBACK:

We get lots..if it is something
you can share publically...
Please sign the guestbook...
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TESTIMONY by HELEN DAGNER ~ MARCH 2001

During the winter months of 1976-77, four children between the ages of
12 were abducted and killed in fowns in and around Oakland County,
suburban area north of Detroit. Authorities said the children were hel

from 4 to 19 days before being killed. They had all been bathed after be
abducted, thus earning the offender the nickname the "BABYSITTER

VICTIMS:

e Mark Stebbins, 12 of Ferndale was last seen alive in an American |

Hall on February 13, 1976. His body was found February 19, 197¢

parking lot in Southfield. He was strangled and sexually assaulted,
mortem, with an object.

e Jill Robinson, 12 of Royal Oak ran away from her home December 2.

Her body was found December 26, 1976 dumped along the side of inte

in Troy. She was killed by a single shotgun blast to the face. She

fully clothed and still wearing her backpack when she was foun

e Kiistine Mihelich, 10 was last seen alive January 2, 1977 at 3p.m. i

Eleven store in Berkley. Her fully clothed body was found 19 days
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dumped off a rural road in Franklin Village. She had been smothet
) ' death.
¢ Timothy king, 11 was last in a Birmingham parking lot March 16, 1¢
around 8:30 p.m. His body was found March 22, 1977 in a shallow ¢
Livonia. He had been suffocated and sexually assaulted post-mortem
object.

Click Here For Additonal Victim Info and Area Maps

Now who would do such a horrible crime, and why?...Could it be a home to
person?
Yes, John lived in Birmingham, attended school, and graduated from High
School in Birmingham...and when he worked, it was also in Oakland
. County..,

Why did he do this? When I first met John, I didn't know he was a
killer, this was september 1991, and although I was married to a
police officer, I didn't even know that four children had been murder
in Oakland county...

I had met John for coffee at a restaurant...it was by invitation, the
mother of his child, had asked me if I wanted to meet John, T always went
for coffee at that time of day, so I said sure_Jittle did I know
what was to become of this meeting.

The first question John asked me was so what are you doing with your
life...why I said this I will never know...but I said it...oh I'm going to
write a book on serial killers...he said that is a horrible idea, how could
you stand to be around some one like that? | remember saying, "I'm not
judgmental". We weren't through with the first cup of coffee, when he
asked what I knew about the Oakland child killings, I said nothing,
what do you know? The first thing he told me was the guy really took gooc
care of the children...fed them there favorite foods...cleaned them all
up...and was very nice to them. I said, "Well why did he kill
them?" John said he was saving them from a life as he knew it...that
he was probably living in what should have been a well o do community, y

his mother might have had to baby-sit to make ends meet...I said,
"John it almost sounds like you know this guy!" He

said well I was interviewed by the original task force...] ask how was
that? His reply was they were interviewing every one in his age group...

We continued talking...then he said would you like to go for coffee
tonight, T could probably help you with your book...

I said well what I really need to do is talk to a serial killer.._we all

laughed, and he said well maybe I can help you to find one.

This started a 9 month, daily coffee meeting with John, 3-6 hrs a day every
: day...

That night I ask John what he thought the killers motive was? He started by
telling me, he felt the killer was inadequate socially, most likely
couldn't get a girl friend and wound up doing odd jobs like washing dishes
He couldn't get a higher education felt he was cheated out of his rightful
place in sociefy...I realized, at some point in the conversation.. John was
no longer talking in the third person...he was talking in the first!
When I was driving John home that night, it started to snow, he was sitting
in the front passenger seat, the head lights were cutting a beam in front
of us...

John went into a trance like state and appear to be completely unaware of
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anything I said to him or that he was even in the car going down the
road...upon arriving at his apartment he seemed to smoothly shift out of
the trance state...back to his normal self...the whole thing gave me the
creeps.
I didn't know at this time that [ would see this same thing ...every time I
was with John, driving down the road, when it started to snow.. It was at
least 3 weeks before I realized John was reliving the body drop off
nights...once | had this realization...I started asking more questions.
He was now talking in the first person...he thought his father had money
because he owned 2 homes, but let the family struggle financially, he
attended and all boys Catholic school, which made him feel more out of
place-something happen at that school, a boy was found dead, and there wes
rumors of sexual assault, as John told me about this, I felt he had been
sexually assaulted...also a boy that was his friend fell off a water tower

to his death, John was present when it happen...my thought at the time was

John pushed him...he didn't go to the funeral._.but his family did.

Just prior to the first murder, John's first girl friend, that he had hoped

to marry, dumped him-because he was broke, with no prospects....It was the

he stared thinking more about the injustices social & financial class
system and how he was a victim of it all-

He wanted to cause the upper class deep and permanent pain, he decided th:
since money could be replaced the only way to do it was to strike at their
children, besides this was something he could do, were as taking their
money was beyond his ability...cach killing gave him a sense of power anc
significance and intellectual superiority...yet some how he felt he was
saving the children...

At the time of the murders, John was writing a book on the economic
collapse, and causing a major depression, ruining the upper
class...bringing them down to his level...he was still working on the book
when I last saw him.

We talked about the murders everyday...a very few words were ever spoke
that didn't included the Oakland County child killings...then one night
when we were having coffee I told John I was having difficulty...not haviny
ever been to Oakland County...figuring out the body drop off sites...he

took 4 place-mats...and drew the areas...T had never seen anyone draw map
like that...they were perfect...just like a store bought map...I was
impressed...the next day is when I called the Birmingham police and told
them they had to see these maps...and they had to talk to Jjohn as he seem
to have a lot of inside info.

I remember their telling me, they would have to have more info...so that
night at coffee I told John, I don't think you are the killer and you need
to give me some information about each one of the kids that only the
killer ..and the police...and the family would know.. he said are you nuts?
When he realized I was going to leave...or he thought I was thinking less
-of him...he said, "I put a chicken bone in Tim's pocket” I
told him I thought I had heard that before, then he said
"Kristine had little orange or pink things on her slack’s.. Jill had a
book in her back pack and a quarter in her pocket."

One of the boys he dropped off with no shoes.._he ended up telling me 30C
plus matches to the crimes...then the police came up...he took 2
polygraph's...showed them a pass port were he was out of the country at th

death of one child...and they let him walk... :

I'told them Johns passport was a fake...that he had wanted to go into the
second pass port business...but they just couldn't get be on the pass port.
I remember when they called me, late one night at my daughters...he's not
are man Helen...I couldn't believe what he was saying...when they mentior
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the pass port...I asked if they had someone who knew about these things,
check it out...they said no...I then asked, did you ask him were he stayed
aboard? No....did you ask him were he ate, who he talked to. NO....well dic
you check with INTER-POL, yes...but they couldn't confirm...
I remember thinking...COP'S!!! In fact, I said it a loud...my daughter, a
detective, just looked at me...the next day I called Mr. Robinson, in fact
John bad given me his number, I came right out and told him the name of
book in his daughters back pack...the next day Det. Anger and some other
officer came up to Alpena.. I gave them a sample of John's hair and a note
book of facts, we drove by John's apartment.
They took some photos...I gave them a photo of John...T didn't realize Det.
Anger, had his own suspect...David Norberg...who's body he would exhum
some 8 years lafer, trying to match his DNA, to a hair found on Tim..so
many years had gone by, but when I read were the DNA didn't match...I ha
to call Anger again and ask him if John's hair had matched...he didn't even
remember my giving it to him...he still works with-Jerry Tobias on the
case...but he will probably go to his grave...thinking Norberg is the
man....butl know better, no child would have gone with Norberg, as he
always smelled of liquer. He couldn't feed him self...much less the
children, and he certainly wouldn't of bathed the children...and he had
nowhere to keep them for the length of time they were held.

8 years after he died, his wife shows up with a necklace._with Kristine's
name on it...that was suppose to have been in his personal stuff.__it may
have been...but it took 8 years to find...when the man didn't own a shoe
box full of stuff...besides, I already had met the killer...and ves a child
would have gone with John...3 weeks ago Tobias told me yes we have to ta)
to John. So the next day, I called Det. Anger...

I thought well if there going to talk to John, T will give them some of my
hold back info...he was to busy to talk...was on his way out of the
office...when he didn't return my call...] realized it was the old smoke-
and mirrors game again. No one was in search of a child killer, at Ieast no

' one [ knew.

Somewhere, would I find these people in Oakland County who were still
alight with public outcry over the seemingly never ending spate of murders

It's been 25 years....I decided I would join a Coldcase group on the
internet. I stared receiving 25-50 e-mails a day wanting to know about
this case. It was then I thought I would e-mail the attorney generals
office, and the FBL and ask every one else to do the same...so that is
were it is at on this 24 of March 2001.

UPDATE...DECEMBER 2002

Received MORE interesting info. We have lots of info that we cannot post
on a public web-site at this time. But make no mistake....things are still
very active,

I have found that Helen was very correct in her statement that she receivec
no feedback on her tip. I have experienced the same...but I know they are
aware of this info.

The old site meter shows and records it VERY CLEARLY. IF this has bees
reviewed and ruled out.....why won't anyone let us know?? I've never had
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ANY problem ANYWHERE else getting feedback from oﬂ‘icials%

Check out the recent CourtTV.com article:
Tent Girl

Other Links

Unsolved Serial Killings: Oakland County, Michigan

The Oakland County Child Killer...the Babysitter

Body of child murders suspect exhumed

Chain Killer, Oakland County, Michigan

Patterson seeks help with child killer ID

Tanuary 9. 2003 Letter to Senate

UPDATE: January 13, 2003:

Although I have never received any kind of reply from any local governmer
official, I must admit T DID hear from a Detroit area Federal Agent about
this matter at the end quarter of 2002. His words confirmed MANY things 1
.me. Most importantly the fact that they local governement INDEED are full
" aware of this information. This site does not yet give full details to all
- of the available data. But I have to ask....ever wonder what happened to
the killer?? Did he just stop killing...or move out of the area?

UPDATE: January 13, 2003;

Cannot give exact details....but we have now been contacted by local
officials!
Hope to soon have information as we begin to tell them the whole story!

UPDATE: January 27,2003:

There is something wrong with this investigation- which is to say....that
there is very much in the way of evidence that adds up, but authorites
seem unable or unwilling to do the math and arrive at the one conclusion
that makes sense...

I have been involved in this case for 13 years now and as recently as
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yesterday Police are still sitting pat...on the same old
investigateion...same suspects...
Now I ask~ if Norbergs DNA didn't match, after his body was exhumed...an
he had no were to hold the children- and there are absolutly no matches to
him and the crimes, then WHY? Are the cops not moving on...then we hav:
another police dept...that still think Larry Allen Smith a convicted
pedaphile, who is in the Az state prison unfil 2025 and has been there
since 1986 for molesting young girls...must be the one...however his DNA
did not match either....and can anyone tell me if they know of any case-
anywhere-in which a pedaphile..who molested young girls-has ever kept the
4-19 days-bathed them-fed them-killed them-dumped them-but never had s¢
with them...so why are they not moving on??..and how is it possible for the
authorities to contiue misinforming the press for over 25 years-

yep Ireceived a letter from a Detroit free press reporter, who has been on
this story from day one and he was told -all the info John gave me was
either-not true or was available in the news media- he however could not
find it anywere- so if any person in authority can show me were the
following was printed- I will concede/
Helen Dagner

Kristine had orange-ish pink appliques on her slacks and was laid down wit
her jacket open---and how do I Know this to be fact—-the police grilled me
on this...then taped what I said...and then showed me her drop off
photo...and guess what -It was exactly as John said...so if there was no
other info...that in it self would be a CLUE...John also told me he picked
her up by a bowling ally-
What about the map's,like myself..I'm sure the readers of this site-will
find it more than a litile strange-that when I met J ohn,it was 15 years
after the killings,and not only was he able to draw extremely detailed map:
of each drop off site-he also remembered all their
names,ages,addresses,schools..ect.ect.-- What goes far beyond the realms o
strangeness or inprobability...is why would John hide a manicure-pedicure
set in a shoe-box office..up behind a drawer on a ledge..when he had a larg
apt.,with not much more than his books in it...was it because it was his
souvenier??...after all the children had been freshly manicured-the set was
inside a 1970's brocade fabric case.
~——=> _and why would John tell me there was NO -blue gremlin...and why would Ji
have a collection of books about latent prints..how to pass a polygraph-hov
to change your identity,with out leaving a paper frail-and many books on
forensics...and how would he know Jill's book was inscribed????-John hac
motive-means and opportunity-In checking a peretual calander,he was off w«
or unemployed on the dates of every pick up,murders,and drop off--How col
he have a passport that showed he was out of the country on the date of on
childs death?..because he had two of them-i saw them..and he told me one w
fake-and then there were the letters, were he ordered the passport-and was
going to go into the 2nd passport business.
Then there is his alibi..his brother?] think they should ask ,the brother if
he will take a polygraph ...or what about the sister,that called John before
he went for the poly-and said-get out of there...before they find out the
family secret...maybe she would take one too...about her knowledge of thes
events...or what about his mom--who told me she babysitted for John in the
70's...John had NO children at that time.....there's MORE
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UPDATE February Ist:

We've heard from many people even Jerry Tobias himself. As well as Det.

Wourtz at the Oakland County S.0. And an odd assortment of "concerned"

people...with odd questions. As well as many questions from citizens that
continue to come in.

Have also been in touch with LOCAL MEDIA...WXYZ. Hope to hear somett
Very Soomn.
I have lots of letters as well as some from a Federal Agent in the area
describing HIS OWN interpretation of what the problem REALLY is.
I have so far withheld that information publicly as it is my desire to do
the right thing in this case.
I cannot prove Helen's tip is a valid tip....no way to prove anything from
someone else's point of view. But | KNOW what I personally have experienc

I DID write a letter FULLY disclosing my information to state Senators or
January 9th. T suspect that was the catalyst that finally pushed local
officials to respond. I WILL post that info IF and WHEN I can.

[ am trying my very best to cooperate fully and do the right thing in this
case. Very UNSURE of what the right things IS...or who fo trust!
Todd Matthews

UPDATE: February 3rd, 2003.
Qakland County Child Killer channel 7 story

New Developments in Oakland Co. Child Killer Case

Reported by Heather Catallo
According to this..Action News has learned police have narrowed the
: list of suspects to 12 people.

BUT...accordong to the Daily Tribune on February 5th.....State Police
Detective Lt. Ive Edwards and other investigators DENIED reports that the -
have roughly a dozen suspects that they expect to narrow down to ONE in tl
coming months.

Oakland County child killings get another look
"There is a new public push to gather and analyze tips and evidence," said
Qakland County Sheriff's Lt. Mark Newman. "We still haven't forgot abou

the victims and everyone wants these cases solved.”

(Could it be the web-site and the e-mails we have been sending out

State police ask tipsters to call them at 517-380-1060; or call the Oakland
County Sheriff's Department, 248-858-4960.
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The broadcast sure got a lot of people looking at the site. Hope to see
MORE very soon...still lots of questions I hope to see them ask.

I heard from another original task force member just today....and guess
what folks...some of Helen's info was new to him!

Of course....you should submit your tips as they directed. To the proper
authorities.
Todd

UPDATE February 7, 2003

Of course you should contact officials in Oakland County if you have a tif
on this case. You could certainly also contact state officials.

Contact State Senate

Centact US Senate for Michigan
Check out MY letter to the Senators on Jaunuary 9th, 2003.

My letter to the Senate

UPDATE: February 15, 2003
Seems to be some controversy over there being 12 suspects or not.
But if so...who are these 12 suspects.......are they being watched....for 25 year
What if they are your neighbor....wouldn't you like to know??
I know it is impossible for police to reveal this type of info...but people should kee
mind. INDEED there IS an extremely dangerous person out there. I don't wa
to find out who they are the hard way!

The killer is someone's neighbor!

What about all the police that were involved in this from the beggining or picked i
the years...how much info were they given??

Helen's suspect...I've been told has been ruled out 4 times! How can we be sure t
time he was ruled out is any more definitive than the 1st three times??

Read my letter to the Senate on page 2. Does anyone question this info?

Page 2
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UPDATE: February 15, 2003

T have to ask---What really did happen to the envelope of hair--and composition bc
gave Det. Anger--—-Must be on the same shelfas the first report-that Det.Ray Skiba
Police Dept..had given him,as that hasn't turned up either-—but then it could be pa

concrete wall-that everyone who talks to us--walks into--real quickly

-Helen Dagner

UPDATE February 21, 2003
I get a lot of questions as to why I am involved in this case at all!
Well for one... Helen....contacted me through my Coldcases discussion grou

Her story was very hard for me to swallow too....at first. I thought it would be

simple as an e-mail or a phone call to get things cleared on this. That was n

the case! As the story begin to unravel and I became a part of it through my o

experiences trying to find some answers. So until we know who the killer is, 1
will always be an interest of my own as well.

As for a local connection....at my day job.....I work as a quality assurance
auditor for Hutchinson FTS, an automotive supplier, at their Tennessee
division. Our corporate headquarters are in Troy, Michigan. So that area has al
held an interest to me. I remember seeing area newspapers used as packing mat
in some of the components we receive from the Detroit area and from a customer
at Windsor, Canada.

So the Detroit area in general has been part of my own daily life now for 14 year

UPDATE: February 21, 2003
This is my latest letter to the Senate send on 2-15-2003

Click on page 3.

Page 3

UPDATE: March 16, 2003
Statement of Senator Carl Levin For Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing ¢

"Post-Conviction DNA. Testing: When is Justice Served?"
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Tronically...now state officials keep DNA evidence in such high regard.

But there was a time....when Helen gave a sample of hair to an official
investigating the case.....a sample of John's hair. Later she hears....that
the hair was tossed out the window of the car.

Is there any record of Helen giving someone the hair?? If so....where is
172 Has it been compared and ruled out? Can't the compare it to whatever
they were going to compare to Norberg?? Evidentally they have something’
compare t0....or they would not have exhumed him.

Can anyone tell me...is there a record of Helen giving a sample of John's
hair to a Detective?

If so...was it compared to other evidence?? Was this the reason that John
was ruled out 4 times?

Interesting the other note that Helen sent to me....describing other things
found in John's apartment..........more coming soom.....

UPDATE March 21, 2003:
"SUCCINYLCHOLINE"

Was this drug used in the murder of these children?? In Helen's notes it is mentio:
she found a half full glass vial of this drug at her suspect's home.

In further research of this drug I found interesting info. The drug has a warning th
cause "CARDIAC ARREST IN CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENT PATIEN
RECEIVING SUCCINYLCHOLINE"

Just one of many reason that I would like to see Helen fully questioned by official
to wonder if there were traces of this drug found during autopsy?

UPDATE: March 22, 2003:

Succinylcholine, a powerful muscle relaxant that causes a person to stop breatl
respiratory arrest. The drug typically is used before inserting a breathing tube for s

Without the insertion of the breathing tube, the drug can kill anyone. In particular
as the drug has be also linked to cardiac arrést as well. Cardiac arrest follows as ¢
of Hyperkalemia.

Hyperkalemia is a condition caused by higher than normal levels of potassium i
bloodstream. Cardiac arrest (absent heartbeat) may occur at any time during treat
hyperkalemia. The risk of hyperkalemia in these patients increases over time and-

peaks at 7 to 10 days after the injury.
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UPDATE: April 26, 2003:

Please help our friends and check out this more recent Michigan murder cas

And check out this story

WIRED.com: Web Helps ID John and Jane Does

UPDATE: May 10, 2003:
Check out the dreambook from time to time for ADDITIONAL UPDATES
A Jot of Q&A happens there for all to see.
. MANY comments and questions...
and so far...

....Helen has had and answer for everything.

If you have a question...
...feel free to challenge her.

The dreambook can be accessed via the link near the top of the site.

Do you like this site? Tell a friend!

ao - Email
You
Friend: |
Send Referral

[ Get your own FREE referral system! |
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1976-77 Oakland County Child Slayin

January 9, 2003 letter to Senate
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Dear Senators,

My name is Todd Matthews. | am currently the Media Director for th
www.DoeNetwork.Org & the www.OutpostForHope.Org
| also own a ColdCases discussion group where | receive many tips. |
did receive a tip almost two years ago on ColdCases from a Michigan w«
named Helen Dagner.
hitp://www.geocities.com/jtoddmatthews/Oakland_murders.html

Below you'll see the e-mail conversations between myself and a Michig
based FBI agent who had contacted me earlier regarding the Oakland C:
Child Killer after he found the web-site.
Initially he was very interested and began researching the case... the
received this from him.
| crossed out his name as | had sent it to other organizations
for their opinion.....and I didn't want to reveal his name to anyone
at the time.

Todd,

I did speak with Helen Dagner and my Oakland County Prosecutor. It w
seem that he has lost his appetite for this matter. | get the impressio
that the Prosecutor's office has no interest in closing this case, becau
that would require resurrecting it and reminding the would of their
inefficiency.

After talking to Helen, | am sitting squarely on the fence at 50/50
convinced. But it does not look like | will be able to dedicate any time
to this matter by myself with no resources. | will talk to Helen again
today and let her know where the inquiry sits at now.

Take Care, Todd. I'l check the website from time to time fo see wha
COmes up.

-XXXX

XXXX,

Your recent revelation on the attitudes in Michigan has only confirmed
initial thoughts. | don't think they WANT to pursue the case.

I don't have the info on hand right at the moment. But the name of the r
given to me by Helen....| traced to Atlanta, Georgia. (I am sure Helen g
you his full name)

| searched crime in that area and found info on this...( | did not
previously know this)
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hitp:/iwww.crimelibrary.com/serial/atianta/5.htm
The time frames are similar.
Like yourself being only 50 % convinced...___still enough to pursue.

| slacked off this case for many reasons. Distance, lack of local
interest..etc...

| even became convinced that the locals must have ruled this out as

possibility as [ could not imagine a good tip would go unchecked. Thin}

that maybe ruled it out....but simply were too rude to let me know. An
that was OK by me....as long as they knew the info.

And | know the local government has seen the site..._one of the links 1
the page is connected to a site meter.

l'initially left the site online....hoping that it would receive a tip that

would allow me to generate a new interest in the case...just in case

something was overlooked. And | do get mail from local citizens who rem
the case. No tips...just support.

| just cannot in good conscious.... leave this to the side. | am more
convinced than ever that no one has even looked into the tips.

I mentioned that | would continue to inform you of any updates to the c:
I'm just at a loss of how to proceed right offhand. | do know that | must
something.

~Todd

Todd:
You are right. They don't WANT it Re-opened. Because it would reminc
entire state that they have been completely impotent on the case for o
25 years. Political futures are made and broken that way. So be it.

Thanks, I'll give the article a read and gét back to you.

XXXX

S0 as you can see.....Senators....| as well as Helen have tried despera

to pass along this information. We both do indeed realize even more n

than ever that this is a chapter that many would like to forget. But it
simply cannot into the past.

' The REACTION of local officials is even more shocking than the TIP its

[ know now that even if this tip.....is not a valid tip....any actual tips
that come in will likely never see the light of day.
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