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Dr. Jérry Tobias - 1977

OPERATION BURIAL RITUAL

If -
Operation BurialRitual, commenced on May 9, 1977 -to check into’the
fiipossibility of the burial rite revealing something about the pgrpep;ator(s)
fiiof the present crimes, This wasibased.on:the belief,thatythesyays in
ichyth bodies were d sedyelaidfoutiandiicleaned mightireveal .the, &
: iraj“ibackground™and/or other vocationdl®éxperiences

Dn May 10, 1977, contact was made with Dr. Peebles of the Universitj of
Michigan (764-0481); he is a Professor of Anthropology, specializing in
Mortuary Science. He indicated that he would review the deaths and see

if there was any ritual associated with them.

0fficer Jerry Tobias visited with Dr. Peebles in Ann Arbor on May 16, 15877.
On site pictures of each of the victims were shown to Dr. Peebles and
both the similarities and differences associated with each case were

reviewed with him,

On 'May 18, 1977 F/Lt. Robertson suggested that we continue to contact
ifferent authorities for their opinion. '

=METHOD

Fach of the books containing pictures of the victims at their drop site

was shown to each seesdsl seoi ot .

[ S o LAk . i
ccompanying this was a list of pertinent facts about the four (4) victims
and noted similarities associated with each case. The following illustrate

Victim: MARK STEBBINS - M, W, age 1Z

lleight: 4°'8"

Weight: 100 lbs.

‘Hair: Red/Blond

Eyes: Blue

Skin: Fair

Last Seen Wearing: Blue hooded parka, blue jeans, red
sweatshirt and back rubber boots.,

Last Seen™ 2-1o>¢6 (Sunday) 12:20 P.M.
Found /ngjgfzz%;jhursday) 12:00 P.M.
Missings 7S

Cause of Death: Suffocation . A
Family Data: Parents divorced

1 O \zj\ﬂjj QUL TR

. ?ﬁ ). )
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OPERATION BURIAL RITUAL
Page 5

b. .lowever, there were certain similarities and points worth noting:

1. One boy (Timothy King) and one girl (Jill Robinson) had red
jackets; ~ o

2. One boy (Mark Stebbins) and one girl (Kristine Mihelich).
had blue jackets; : o=t

3. MA3ihadshouldersiength hair,

ot T i e WA

o
TN Y T

re gheig ey Y y
4. ALIUhEAFEALIT icomplexion; -

CHANN Sl Al WOAET 1 ea tus

. T e
i Tl G gt AY 3 LA

5. Allghadsbrownshairinith whatssppestedifoibeted ibighlights]

gy (RTINS Ty A s ] e Y SRR ,','“. L i S1 e L
6. rh?ﬂiggﬁﬁﬂ"&n -%E&&%k)yﬂ}; T las a%‘?aﬁﬁlxg‘.y‘ﬁ‘ ‘7'1-13‘ "Q}S’:“a"‘]" _1}&?%,-,':!.,1 "‘"?'Ppe'a;. F'a-"nc €
eI

A I e b Ry o W aig Ty e v :
7. Eh15§m1§htwﬂ9§éﬁbh§ﬁ$0ﬁ£h§ﬂﬁbnc1usman%~hat§the¢k111efﬁdoesfﬁelectf

O AN IREFEI LT el b o eI
% Ty : : : o)

3

3aﬂ§pédifich£argetior$Victim?W

v

8. It would appear as if Mark Stebbins and Kristine Mihelich
had their eyes closed and mouth set; this appears to be a
deliberate attempt to give the victiﬁé@%péguyéxgloﬁkiwﬁmhis
may have been for transportation purposés'$0"'ds to give the
appearance of children sleeping in the veliicle.

9.  This was not the case with Timothy Xing; his eyes and mouth
were open and it appeared as if there was no effort to make
him appear natural. His (Timothy King) deposit was hurried and
would suggest that the killer was under pressure. 1t further
suggests that Timothy King may have been rolled in a piece of
carpet to hide him and that he may have been rolled from same

at the scene.

10. The cleanliness .of the victims may:Dbe an-effort to clean them
and remove any trace evidence from them prior to disposition;’
this may suggest that the killer keeps the victim in a place
where there is a preponderance of traceable material.

11. ‘The position of the legs suggest sitting and carrying positioﬁ.
12. All seemed to have'good ante-mortem care.

13. The hoo&s of the jackets may have been tied to insure the chin
of the ‘victims remained in place. -

14. 1t is possible that there may have been two (2) killers; one

being gentle while the other vicious. This would account for the
different treatment of each victim. :

BLK 00219



PSYCHOLOGIST A

On.the other hand, one of
the female vietims was
kept for an extended
period of time. It may
be that the offender has
an intense curiosity
about female genitalia,
and also a rich fantasy
of what it would be like
to relate appropriately
to women. Perhaps, the
violent way with which
Jill Robinson was dis- .
posed points to the fact
that the killer was either
frustrated in his
inability to form a
relationship with the
victim or she would not
cooperate with him as
the other victims had.
Because of the age of
the victims (ten-to-
twelve years old), I would
suspect that the perpetra-
tor underwent some type of
severe psychological trauma
in his own childhood at
approximately that age.
This may have been some
. bype of homosexual attack.

estion 16

What Triggered the Killings?

TOBIAS PSYCHOLOGIST A

* following No cocument

+ Any number of possibilities
fné will really -know the answer unti
fie writer would like to speculate a bit here;
fférsonal loss or tragedy .in the life of the killer;
13).the desire to get even

i@ﬁum influence of child pornography
nographic films. Some feel that ©

fat power or control is the dominant component.

S

may have contributed
1 the killer is anprehended.
some reasons are:
(2) a traumatic experience;
with the communlty or person through the children:

on the individual;
he several killin

‘the area prior to

eijpitated this behavior.

> ¥ In every case of sexual assault three component
fger, vower, and sexualitv. From the facts in this cas

There

PSYCHOLOGIST. B

,‘,
Y
SRR

type of victim rather
than this being a
random event. He may
see them as symbolic
of something he wants
or resents. He may
see them as projectlons
of himself.

Fprychen

=S T 2T

PSYCHOLOGIST B
See * % following
to this ‘and no

Hoviever,
(1) a

or (5) to produce
gs of young people

the abduction-killings of the children may have

s are involved:
e it would aponear
is little evidence
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i al community
ul 2asier marks.
g, or it may be that
d that is not the spe-
‘haps the disappear-
ay be, however, that
ce” children, that is,

Iso ‘appears unique.
han sex in regard to
‘han an adult as op-
15 are pre-adolescent
confrontation with
d see as unclean or
 bodies may also in
lly safe, clean, pure

1er — all were attrac-

specific type of vic-
e them as symbolic
ojections of himself.
cations may simply
gnificance. It could
ive him a feeling of
the decéased victim

tat*~n, The girls ap-
il e victims have

to,  >rm and/or
iizea. put these acts
ence (sperm) is ab-
t the offender wears
1m digitally or with
is sexually dysfunc-
xual interests focus
on penetrating. For
ching the child tied

the girls, this could
15, and females are
take female victims
iving to resolve the

S

213

conflicts he is experiencing in regard to women by using a child: someone
safer and easier to'control, and who cannot easily refuse or reject him; some-
one who is sexually inexperienced, that is, a virgin whom he feels he can
more easily impress or master, and with whom he feels more of a man,
I feel the offender is engaged in adult sexual encotinters which are con-
flictual for him. He had reverted to children as these pressures and stresses
in his adult relationships have increased. I do not think we are dealing with
a person who throughout his life has preferred and been persistently in-
volved with children sexually, or in an exclusive way. Nor do 1 think this
person has well-defined sexual interests in adult males. He may be sexually

involved and active with another man, but I would speculate that (1) he"

fells uncomfortable and unsatisfied with this type of relationship, and does
not think of himself as really being “gay,” and (2} any such involvement is
more a result of the non-sexual advantages he obtains from the relation-
ships (such as material rewards or a sense of personal power and control)
than from sexual needs. My hunch is that he does not have the skills and
resources to negotiate adult relationships with any degree of success over
time. He is narcissistically oriented; that is, self-centered, and adult rela-
tionships ultimately prove frustrating and unstable. Perhaps the only thing
he has to offer is his body—he may be physically attractive, but does not
have the personality skills to establish mutually rewarding and lasting rela-
tionships with women. A gay man may be more willing to tolerate the of-
fender's immaturity and self-centeredriess, in exchange for sexual access to
him, especially if the gay man himself is older. The offender may have
turned to the use of alcohol or drugs in order to function in the relationship.
Although a mitual and pathological dependency exists on the part of both
men, | think the offender grew increasingly disenchanted with his part of

. the bargain, so to speak. An adult relationship with another man is not grati-

fying some essential needs, and he is not successful in establishing a rela-
tionship with a woman, so he turns to children as a solution.

3. Role of Aggression

The most confusing aspect of the crimes is the death of the victims.
We are dealing with a child killer. The difficulty is knowing whether the
killing is sexually motivated, that is, done to provide some type of gratifica-
tion to the affender, or if it is the result of something not going according
to plan. He could be killing in panic, or he may kill the children to reduce
the chances of getting caught by simply eliminating the witness. The mur-
ders appear intentional, rather than inadvertent. But are they premeditated?
It may be that the offender’s original intention (with Mark Stebbins) was
not to kill his victim, but only to engage in some sort of sexual fantasy en-
counter with him, and something went wrang. Mark’s reaction was not
what the offender anticipated, and he had to strike Mark over the head to
subdue him. He now realized the seriousness of his actions (abduction and




CE e

Y

214

* vent the victim from escaping, or the result of the elastic in the cuffs of the

assault) and to prevent disclosure, felt he had to murder the boy. He turns
to a second victim, a girl, but Jill Robinson is a rebellious and difficult
child —nat the loving, affectionate response he anticipated —and in anger
and fear he murders her. Therc’s too much at risk to let the victims live and
yet the sexual compulsion is too great to abandon. From this perspective
then, the deaths are more situationally determined than psychologically
delermined.

However, we cannot completely rule out the possibility that we are
dealing with a sadist, that is, someone who derives pleasure from the inflic-
tion of suffering on the child. The method of killing the victim (smothering)
typically produces struggling and writhing on the part of the victim, which,
in the offender's mind, simulates orgasm and excites him, Bind marks on
the boys’ wrists and anldes may suggest that bondage played some part in
the affense, but these might simply have been the result of restraints to pre-

victim's jackel. The use of an instrument with which to “rape” the boys
anally would also be consistent with sadistic assault. Also, there appears
lo be a ritualistic quality to the disposal of the victim's body: washed, dressed,
left in a cradled position in a highly visible location. Again, is this psycho-
logically significant, or simply an expeditious way of getting rid of the body
with all traces of evidence eliminated? There are a number of things which
are naf consisient with sadistic assault: (1) the extent of time the victims
were leld caplive. Usually the sadist strikes, kidnaps the victims, compleles
the ritual assault and flecs. He doesn't keep the victim for almost 3 weeks,
as was the case with Kristine; (2) the victim will usually be tortured, in-
jured, even mutilated in some way  typically sexual areas of the body
{hreasts, buttocks, genitals) become the targets of abuse (bites, cigarette
burns, punctures, etc.) and nothing of this nature was evident in these cases;
(3) the children did not appear to be abused or neglected. In fact, they were
protected from the elements and well nourished. The fact that they were
apparently cating well would indicate they were not in extreme fear, dis-
tress, or lerror for their lives,

In every case of sexual assault, three components are involved: anger,
power, and sexuality, From the facts in this case, it would appear that power
or control is the dominant component, There is little evidence of anger
loward the victims, with the éxception of Jill Robinson whose head is par-
tially blown off by the shotgun blast. Otherwisc, the victims are not bat-
tered or abused. Although sadism cannot be ruled out, there is little evi-
dence indicating that aggression is eroticized by this killer. We are not dealing
with a child batterer or a child “collector.” It appears that the intent of the
offender is to have contral over the victims, to have them in his power. The
abduction and halding of his victims over an extended period of time are
consistent with this. Each victim is held for a progressively longer period
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- _ 13 LINE Q.70 FT, TH BWLY &6.44
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UsE CODE: 51 ZONE CODE: &1 15 298 & NLY 30 FT OF LOT 999
BANE, CODE: MEIBHRORHOODR CODE: WAR ' o

ND RECORD DISFLAYED AS REDUESTED
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‘ DOCUMENT SUMMARY FOR SIDWELL NUMRER A2 33
DOCUMENT TYFES = : ‘ START DATE =
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