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Author searches for Oakland County Child Killer
Bloomfield Hills reporter’s book
shines light on 1970s cold case
By Darcell Brown
For MediaNews Group

Marney Rich Keenan is a
power to be reckoned with.
Born in Chicago and raised
in Detroit, she knows how to
get things done. Armed with
a BA in English from Oakland University, she set out
into the world to bring people innovative stories and
— most importantly — the
truth.

An award-winning reporter, she wrote for the respected Chicago Tribune
and The Detroit News. During 26 years of writing features and a twice-weekly lifestyle column, many interesting stories crossed her desk.
One of her favorites, one that
had a lasting impression on
her, was a four-part series
called “Saying Goodbye,”
in which she chronicled the
last six months in the life of

a 42-year-old mother of three
and wife of a Detroit ﬁreﬁghter.
“If death can be beautiful, Maureen’s certainly was.
I learned lessons that I
carry to this
day,” says
Keenan,
who lives in
Bloomf ield
Hills.
If death
Rich Keenan can be beautiful, it also
can be tragic, as demonstrated in her book, “The
Snow Killings: Inside the

Oakland County Child Killer
Investigation,” published in
June by Exposit Books. It
chronicles events over 13
months in 1976-1977, when
four children — two boys
and two girls ages 10-12 —
were abducted from the Detroit suburbs, held for days,
then killed and dumped in
the snow near public roadsides.
“The families of the four
victims, if not the entire
community, had been deceived by a cover-up and an
underground, largely hidden child pedophile and
pornography ring,” Keenan

says. These killings panicked parents and children,
triggering one of the most
extensive manhunts in U.S.
history. Yet, in less than two
years the case “went cold,”
and the task force created to
ﬁnd the killer was disbanded
with no suspect ever named.
The lead detective on the
case was Detroit police Sgt.
Cory Williams. He worked
on the case 14 years, and retired in December 2019. Williams is still seeking justice
EXPOSIT BOOKS
and currently serves as a
“The Snow Killings: Inside
consultant on the case.
The case remained cold the Oakland County Child
BOOK » PAGE 2 Killer Investigation”
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Historic Stooges live
album is a fresh
triumph for Third
Man Records

Anton Art
Center
reimagines
annual
benefit
Virtual ArtParty @
Home starts Aug. 13
By Stephanie Sokol
For MediaNews Group

For 29 years, Anton Art
Center has been putting on
its ArtParty to raise funds
for education, community
activities and exhibits. It’s
a celebration, and important for the center’s continuing existence.
“As a nonproﬁt organization, this fundraiser is
critical to helping ensure
we have enough funding
to run some of our favorite programs,” says Anton
Art Center Director Phil
Gilchrist.
This year celebrating 50
years in operation, while
being closed to the public because of the coronavirus pandemic, the center
in Mount Clemens has reimagined the annual show
digitally as ArtParty @
Home.
Starting with a virtual
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This oil
painting
by Nancy
Mitchnick
is part
of the
annual
Anton Art
Center
exhibition.
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CENTER

access to photos of artworks and video content,
as well as live Zoom conference activities.
There also will be an
opportunity to bid on a
variety of works by Anton Art Market artists
in an online silent auction, as well as pieces by
larger artists, including
“prints by Salvador Dali
and Ian Hornak, an oil
painting by Cass Corridor legend Nancy Mitchnick, and even a pastel
by late ar tist Aug ust
Gloss.”
“Funds raised will help

the Anton Art Center establish its virtual programming more solidly
as we move forward,” Gilchrist says. “It is pretty
clear that we can no longer rely on our physical
facility alone for all of
our program provision,
and establishing a strong
lineup of online classes
and workshops, furthering our work in online exhibits, and continuing to
develop new virtual content as complements to
our in-person programming is at the top of our
priority list.”
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for more than 30 years until one of the victims’ family members pointed to the
son of a wealthy General Motors executive: Christopher
Brian Busch. Busch was a
convicted pedophile and
was freed weeks before the
fourth child disappeared.
Busch died a year after the
killings stopped. He never
went to trial. There were
questionable circumstances
surrounding Busch’s suicide
in 1978 — some think it was
murder.
“Over four decades, most
of those involved have died,
memories have faded, and
what physical evidence could
be found has degraded,” says
Keenan. She wrote this book
so she could get as close to
the truth as she could about
what happened inside the investigation of these four children’s abductions and murders and to provide some answers to the families.
Keenan wants to get the
truth out in the public domain. She created a website
thesnowkillings.com. Also,
anyone can leave a tip on
the recorded phone line of
the Oakland County Child
Killer task force at 833-7849425.
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