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For MediaNews Group

For 29 years, Anton Art
Center has been putting on
its ArtParty to raise funds
for education, community
activities and exhibits. It’s
a celebration, and impor-
tant for the center’s con-
tinuing existence.

“As a nonprofit organi-
zation, this fundraiser is
critical to helping ensure
we have enough funding
to run some of our favor-
ite programs,” says Anton
Art Center Director Phil
Gilchrist.

This year celebrating 50
years in operation, while
being closed to the pub-
lic because of the corona-
virus pandemic, the center
in Mount Clemens has rei-
magined the annual show
digitally as ArtParty @
Home.

Starting with a virtual
kickoff on Thursday, Aug.
13 — unlike the one-night
benefit of the past — pa-
trons can view art and par-
ticipate for six weeks on-
line through Sept. 24. In
switching to an online set-
ting versus a ticketed event
limited to 500 guests, Gil-
christ says the Center
hopes to reach more peo-
ple with ArtParty @ Home.

After seeing the success
of its worldwide virtual
art competition in spring,
which drew more than
1,500 entries, as well as
the virtual Super SatART-
day@Home program last
month, the center took “a
few pages from their own
book,” Gilchrist says.

“ Web -based equa ls
world-accessed,” says
Anna Doe, co-chairwoman
for Anton Center. “A re-
cent online art exhibit at-
tracted entries worldwide,
a real first. We tried, and
the public responded. The
Center is serving a local
community, but virtual ac-
cess allows for art without
borders. In other words, we
are truly coloring outside
the lines.”

The board and staff
worked together to figure
out how to overcome chal-
lenges to hosting their an-
nual benefit, including
modifying the format and
keeping consistency with
previous in-person Art-
Party events, Gilchrist
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Marney Rich Keenan is a
power to be reckoned with.
Born in Chicago and raised
in Detroit, she knows how to
get things done. Armed with
a BA in English from Oak-
land University, she set out
into the world to bring peo-
ple innovative stories and
— most importantly — the
truth.

An award-winning re-
porter, she wrote for the re-
spected Chicago Tribune
and The Detroit News. Dur-
ing 26 years of writing fea-
tures and a twice-weekly life-
style column, many interest-
ing stories crossed her desk.
One of her favorites, one that
had a lasting impression on
her, was a four-part series
called “Saying Goodbye,”
in which she chronicled the
last six months in the life of

a 42-year-old mother of three
and wife of a Detroit fire-
fighter.

“If death can be beauti-
ful, Maureen’s certainly was.

I learned les-
sons that I
carry to this
day,” says
K e e n a n ,
who lives in
Bloomfield
Hills.

If death
can be beau-
tiful, it also

can be tragic, as demon-
strated in her book, “The
Snow Killings: Inside the

Oakland County Child Killer
Investigation,” published in
June by Exposit Books. It
chronicles events over 13
months in 1976-1977, when
four children — two boys
and two girls ages 10-12 —
were abducted from the De-
troit suburbs, held for days,
then killed and dumped in
the snow near public road-
sides.

“The families of the four
victims, if not the entire
community, had been de-
ceived by a cover-up and an
underground, largely hid-
den child pedophile and
pornography ring,” Keenan

says. These killings pan-
icked parents and children,
triggering one of the most
extensive manhunts in U.S.
history. Yet, in less than two
years the case “went cold,”
and the task force created to
find the killer was disbanded
with no suspect ever named.

The lead detective on the
case was Detroit police Sgt.
Cory Williams. He worked
on the case 14 years, and re-
tired in December 2019. Wil-
liams is still seeking justice
and currently serves as a
consultant on the case.

The case remained cold
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Ben Blackwell feels that
the Stooges’ new “Live
at Goose Lake: August

8th, 1970” album marks “a nice
turning point” in the history of
Third Man Records.

The archival set, document-
ing the final performance by the
iconic Ann Arbor rock group’s
original lineup, came out Fri-
day, Aug. 7, coinciding with the
50th anniversary of the Goose
Lake International Music Festi-
val in Michigan’s Leoni Town-
ship, near Jackson. But rather
than the digging and sonic spe-
lunking that Blackwell and oth-
ers at Third Man have done to
acquire other vintage record-
ings and even entire record la-
bel catalogs, the Stooges tape
landed in the company’s lap af-
ter being discovered in a box in
Wyoming, Mich.

“This was the first time of,
‘Oh ... our reputation did the
work here.’ Someone found
something and they brought it
to us. That makes you feel really
good,” the Detroit-born Black-
well, who co-owns Third Man
with his uncle, Jack White, and
Ben Swank, says by phone from
Nashville, Tenn., where the com-
pany is based.

“It’s another notch in our rep-
utation.”

The late sound engineer
James Cassily recorded the
Stooges’ seven-song set — its
entire “Fun House” album —
among other performances by
Chicago, James Gang, Mountain
and more, at Goose Lake. The
box of tapes wound up at the
Rogers Mansion in Wyoming,
which belonged to his family. It

was discovered by Joshua Rog-
ers as items were being cleared
out of the house.

“Through kind of friends of
friends (Rogers) reached out
to Third Man,” Blackwell re-
calls. “The idea was, ‘Hey, you
guys do really amazing archi-
val work. You’ve worked with
Iggy previously. I don’t even
know if there’s music on these
tapes. You want to find out to-
gether?’” Third Man had worked
with Stooges frontman Iggy Pop
on his book, “Total Chaos: The
Story of the Stooges,” and vinyl
editions of the Stooges’ 1969 de-
but album.

Blackwell, a Stooges devotee,
did not hesitate to say yes.

“If I were given the Godlike
power to pick any show from
the Stooges’ entire career, Goose
Lake would’ve been the one I’d
want to hear, because it’s so
shrouded in mystery and talked

about for decades,” he says.
One legend surrounding the

gig was that bassist Dave Alex-
ander, presumably affected by
substances he’d ingested, did
not play and/or played poorly —
which led to him being fired af-
terwards, plunging the Stooges
into a dark period of hiatus bro-
ken by 1973’s “Raw Power” al-
bum. Pop acknowledges by
email that “Dave took something
that night that totally blew him
down before the show” and that
the bassist’s performance was a
mixed bag. “Sometimes he was
there, sometimes he wasn’t. My
overwhelming memory for years
has been of standing there with
no backup. When he missed his
cues, I turned around several
times to look and try to catch
his attention and, in those mo-
ments, he wasn’t playing any-
thing, and he wasn’t reachable.”

Of the decision to fire Alex-

ander, Pop adds that, “There
had been issues between my-
self and Dave before this night,
and I’d had enough and I said
so. I would do exactly the same
thing now.”

Blackwell, meanwhile, feels
that the “Live at Goose Lake”
release finally sets the record
straight.

“Dave’s there,” Blackwell
notes. “Dave’s on every song. He
starts off particularly rough on
‘Loose’ (the set’s first song), but
from there I feel like he holds
his own. I don’t feel like there’s
anything really egregious from
that point on — and not that bad
compared to how bad a Stooges
set could go.

“As a Stooges fan, in my
mind, this changes everything.
This Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
band’s narrative has been dra-
matically changed from just one
tape.”

The Goose Lake tape, Black-
well adds, was in “solid” shape,
especially compared to oth-
ers in Cassily’s box, which he
says were considerably weaker.
Nashville engineer Vance Pow-
ell worked some sonic magic on
the source material, which was
finished off at Third Man Mas-
tering in Detroit, where the vi-
nyl LPs were pressed. “What we
started with was by no means
bad,” Blackwell says, “but from
what we started with to what
we ended up with, it’s pretty
remarkable. I almost feel like
I need to do a before and after
test to show people how good it
sounds.”

Blackwell is also pleased that
“Live at Goose Lake” presents
the Stooges’ entire set, includ-
ing festival organizers’ attempt
to bum-rush the band off the
stage partway through, but, ac-
cording to Pop, “were physically
prevented from doing so by our
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COURTESY THIRD MAN RECORDS

The Stooges’ new “Live at Goose Lake” album comes from the final
performance of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame group’s original lineup.

Historic Stooges live
album is a fresh
triumph for Third
Man Records
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Iggy Pop performs onstage at the Goose Lake International Music Festival in August 1970.
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says.
Transitioning from

physical happenings to
online access has pre-
sented a challenge for
nonprofit organizations
worldwide, and Gilchrist
says Anton Art Center
recognized it needed “on
a longer timeline,” mak-
ing “content freely acces-
sible.”

“Once we determined
our format, trying to

bring in those familiar
elements — restaurants,
music, art demonstra-
tions, our silent auction
— became the focus,” Gil-
christ says.

“We’re highlighting
these elements primar-
ily in video and photo
formats across our var-
ious social media plat-
forms and on our website
through cooking dem-
onstrations and sharing
special recipes, art dem-
onstrations with some of
our longtime artists and
instructors, and more.”

Supporters will have

access to photos of art-
works and video content,
as well as live Zoom con-
ference activities.

There also will be an
opportunity to bid on a
variety of works by An-
ton Art Market artists
in an online silent auc-
tion, as well as pieces by
larger artists, including
“prints by Salvador Dali
and Ian Hornak, an oil
painting by Cass Corri-
dor legend Nancy Mitch-
nick, and even a pastel
by late artist August
Gloss.”

“Funds raised will help

the Anton Art Center es-
tablish its virtual pro-
gramming more solidly
as we move forward,” Gil-
christ says. “It is pretty
clear that we can no lon-
ger rely on our physical
facility alone for all of
our program provision,
and establishing a strong
lineup of online classes
and workshops, further-
ing our work in online ex-
hibits, and continuing to
develop new virtual con-
tent as complements to
our in-person program-
ming is at the top of our
priority list.”
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for more than 30 years un-
til one of the victims’ fam-
ily members pointed to the
son of a wealthy General Mo-
tors executive: Christopher
Brian Busch. Busch was a
convicted pedophile and
was freed weeks before the
fourth child disappeared.
Busch died a year after the
killings stopped. He never
went to trial. There were
questionable circumstances
surrounding Busch’s suicide
in 1978 — some think it was
murder.

“Over four decades, most
of those involved have died,
memories have faded, and
what physical evidence could
be found has degraded,” says
Keenan. She wrote this book
so she could get as close to
the truth as she could about
what happened inside the in-
vestigation of these four chil-
dren’s abductions and mur-
ders and to provide some an-
swers to the families.

Keenan wants to get the
truth out in the public do-
main. She created a website
thesnowkillings.com. Also,
anyone can leave a tip on
the recorded phone line of
the Oakland County Child
Killer task force at 833-784-
9425.

Book
FROM PAGE 1

crew, who were all Vietnam
combat vets.”

And Pop, like Blackwell,
is happy to have the show
finally available for fans to
hear.

“It’s great that this re-
cording is coming out now,
because it is concrete, clear
and indisputable,” he says.
“There is and has been so
much baggage around the
group, and that’s all it is —
baggage. ... It’s really good
to have this live document
of something that feels like
only the Stooges can feel.”

For Third Man’s part,
Blackwell hopes there will
be more basement and at-
tic discoveries that make
their way into his compa-
ny’s hands.

“The hope is other in-
teresting things will come
out,” he says. “I find it mind-
boggling there’s no live re-
cordings of any earlier
Stooges stuff. Somebody
said, ‘Do you think there’s
more out there?’ There’s
gotta be. I’ve heard rumors
about things that are float-
ing around. Whether some-
one knows it’s important or
not is another matter, but if
people find things, I hope
they bring it to us.”

Stooges
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This oil
painting
by Nancy
Mitchnick
is part
of the
annual
Anton Art
Center
exhibition.
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Call Today To See If You Are a Candidate For These Advanced Procedures

(586) 329-3895

NEW, MINIMALLY INVASIVE
BUNION PROCEDURE

Dr. Brian Loder is the only Podiatric Doctor in Michigan
offering this revolutionary bunion surgery procedure that
helps patients with:

• Significantly
Reduced Pain

• Shorter Recovery Time
• Less Scarring
• Less Time In Surgery
• Back to Shoes In

Only 4 Weeks

THINKING ABOUT STEM CELL INJECTIONS?
WE’VE GOT SOMETHING BETTER!

Don’t live with joint pain caused by arthritis. There are
other options than surgery. Get the best stem cell injections
for the best results. Patients turn to Dr. Brian Loder for joint
pain because his therapy offers:

• Reduced Inflammation
• Reduced Scar and

Collagen Deposition
• Reduced Mast Cell

Number
• Non-Surgical
• Reduced PainBefore After
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