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. “He conveys the impression
- that he 1s interesied in fighting
N‘ crime, And T deﬁnes what'is
and isn’t crime.
o Patterson uses his defini-
' tions to the fullest advantage. |
+ He forces the news medis to
-cover his issues in the way he
_ Jpresents them. And he pu:mlues
$or? those who bugk him by witingoll
theli information, ;
An Oekelnd Press reporier com-
_ ments: “We don’t always like Patterson,
o C bt we have 1o wikte about hiny, Be's a sar
40 thiy pm of town, :mdim peopiedemand informa-.
Lion about him,” A fim.nm Spinal Columi seporter was
barred from a seriesiof press conferences bevause her pa-
C et wrote an editorial criticizing the PIOSEEUL 0TS CFE-
sade against Last Tango i Paris.
| On oneissue. however, Patterson becomes inacces-
sible to all comers. While reporters, politicians and law-
vers can cite his investigations into welfare fraud, pormo-
grap{xic movies and parole, no one can pin down Patter-
son’s stand on organized crime, much Jess cite a case
he s prosecuted in that regard.

Patterson remained silent throughout the investign.
tion into the death of Harvey Leach, the chairman uf
the Joshua Doore Furniture ompany, who was

found dead in the trunk of § Cadillac l
parkedut the Congress building in
Southfield. Leach never arrived

ata scheduled meefing with
Leonard Schultz in Franklin.
| Schuitz was an attomey for
AR the furniture firm and For the
i Teamsters pension fund.
Patrerson renineil si-

Oakland County Prosecutor L. Brooks
Patterson, the darling of the mediaand
lﬁading"'Yugn'g chub’fican protege. has'
jpartayed the “evils” of welfare, pamig
I drunk-driving, drugs and ‘% baemly

~into the most saleable political package
. the suburban county hus ever seen,
While Patterson gets great press for his
- attacks on people who are easily prose-
“cuie fien can't vl the £4

'busmg N.nmml R:i:%w up, bee 1y
secutor shortly afterw rd and smmediately b
. launched a series'of sensational prosecutions
taitored 1o the fears of'his moneyed constitu-
ency. When ke rounds up another group of
welfare cheaters Or seizes a film he considers.
“obscene.™ ke does so with a flair and an air
. of “progressive” outrage - and he makes
~ sure the media are watching.

*“El Brooks” has mod looks, a good
‘speaking voice, and lots of charm, plps |
ample political ambition, When a
Free Pross reporter asked him if
he had any “vices™ ofhisown, g

. _he replied, 1 sometimes chew 3| 2
-~ whole packape of Certs at one
sitting. " Next question: Would
yoi liketo be President some:
day? Answer: “Doesn’t
every mother’s sun”?™” It’s

said ., though. that the state . lent wh.cn the ULS. Attor-
Attorney General's office ¥ ney's office inyestigated
" would satisfy him tempos Schultz’s home For possible

rarily. links 10 Leach’s murder, He
Un fortunately for Brooks, ~made only passing reference
“Patterson’s worst enemy may to the disappearapce of former

be himself,” according to Robert - j Tearster leader James R. Hofta, who

Rothner, who used (o be his assistant had an unfortunate dinner date with Sohiilts,

prosecutor. “He has enjoyed a meteoric rise, like Joseph McC arthy, . Anthony Giacalone, and Anthony Provenzane at the Machus Red

and Richard Nixon. Like his predesessors, he has the same sense Fox, a known mchmg ground in Bloomfield Township or sy

of overkill. One last thing. one last stepwill do him in. He has to dicate types:

do this —t’s part of his character makeup.” Patterson was more angry a1 Senator Henry Jackson’s involye-
Where is L. Brooks Patterson coming from? “A prosecutor’s meni in the case than ¢ongerned about solving the mystery.

job is to obiain convictions against lawbreakers,” says Morely Then there’s the Southfield lawn mower repair shop of Guido

Wmugrad Chairman of the state Demociatic Party. "Patterson laconelli, alleged by the prosecution in the 10th Precinct Con:

is not pursuing anybody but newspaper reporters.” The Spinaf spiracy/trial fsee page 7/ 1o be the cocame connection for one
“olumn, the only Oakland County paper to consistently oppose of Detroit’s higgest heroin pushers, . :

Pattembn accused him of “running the Prosecutor’s office from “The major criminal elrn:nenl has moved into this county and

the pages of the newspapers,” it's said that Brooks knows by litile has been done about it,” says Oakland County Commission-

heart the deadlines of every paper. radio station, and television er Lawrence Pernick. :

station that covers Oakland county., Asked why Patterson gave no publicity to the problem, Pernick
“‘Patierson is 2 master at producing favorable publicity.” con: says! There are no easy victories in prosecuting organized crime.

tedes Elizabeth Howe, Chairwoman of the Oakland County Headlines are sparse and hardeamed Most people just don’t see

Democratic Party. **He has a great ability to take an issue und an organized crime,

announcement dnd present it in a ready-for-news format. _Continued on page 4

htips://aadl.erg/node/200230 3/10



9/22/2020 Naked Came The Prosecutor | Ann Arbor District Library

settle into
youf seat at the

pohtan Stadium Novem-
bex?tu wa;c.h the- 0!'13 '

party te so wlmi a rip .-

Pontiac saw the building of a new stadi
- as the key to economic rebirth for their
'cltles it's now apparent that Detroit’s loss i in
= its stadium bid was hardly Pontiac’s gain.
'-..L& " Far from the civic commercial bonanza some pre-

https://aad] org/node/200230

As you__-"

. new Pontiac Metro- |

Although at one time both Berroxt and |
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vm!em:e mcludéﬁ F&mdale cah ﬁght 1t$
own battle, not by being used as a swppmg‘
stone for Bmoks’ politicaleareer.™ =

Patterson told the SUN that he wants o

prosecute all crimes, regardiess of how '
small. For example: He fired six high
school volunteers from Bloomfield Hills
and Farmington because none would admit
to stealmg a marked dollar from a secre-
tary 's purse.

He threatened to take the Mﬂfﬁrd Board
of Education to court because it allowed
the high school to have a smoking lounge.

He personally confiscated a pack of ci-
garettes from an underaged youth he ob-
served bujrmg them fmm a vendmg ﬂ‘ia- :
chine. -

He has urged municipal and county ol
ficials to close pinball arcades, pool roons,
and bar rock concerts in the name of con-
trolling drug traffic. When the SUN's
Ralph Vartabedian asked him if that meant
‘high schools should be closed because drugs
are sometimes trafficked there, Patterson
rephed “It wcruldﬂ t be a bad tdea some-
umes s

He :mplememed a drunk driver’s educa-
tion program which offenders were forced

1o take befare going (o trial, a direct vio-
lation of citizens® right to trial, .

These crimes may be “small”, but Pat-
terson told Detraoit Mﬂgazine that *i
won't always be that way =~

“One of the greatest I'mstratmm of this
job is seeing things | know are wrong but
can’t correct,” Patterson says. “"That’s be-
cause I'm just a crummy little county pro-
secutor.”

Brooks, however, has high hopes of ri-
sing above his present humble position to
the status of a new, “hipper,” media-wise
George Wallace, Joe McCarthy or Richard
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_:d&ncy to ;mnnce on newswarthy'f isgues & ¢

- like a thousand pound canary will be h:s

1+ downfall, as it was McCarthy's and

- Nixon’s. For all the fanfare, El Bmuk&

- grandstanding hasn’t been producing re-

~ sults on a par with his publicity. His gla-
mor may be making him a hot news com-

modity right now, but his chronic over- =

| reaching could well get in the way of his
| grandiose plans.

In the meantime, people are begmmgxg
“to wonder why the Viceman Cometh
- wherever there are easy, politically handy
prosecutions to be had, but stayeth awxy
from tougher customers, like organized
crime. The Prosecutor, accfordmg to Pat-
terson, is supposed to investigate afl omw
inal acts. Could it be that Brooks’ spec-
~ tacular roundups of welfare cheaters and
“obscene” films might distract public at-
" tention from higher-level goings-on in :
~ Qakland County? And that to pick up
_the $100,000 offered for an investigation
‘into organized crime in Oakland County,
along with Piersante’s list of Jocal syndi-
cate figures, would be politically less ad-
vantageous than issuing tirades against
- parolees and pinball arcades?
After all, L Brooks Patterson doesn’t
want to be a “crummy httlt. pmsecutur
furever ‘

T

ﬂ»{aurwn McBonald has watched L. Brooks
Patterson woo the presses from a reporters
desk at the Daily Tribune in Royal Oak.

The paper, which endorsed Patrerson in

his election campaign, wasi't interested in

| exploring the story behind Mr. Patterson’s
| “Mr. Clean’’ image. With the help of free-
f lance writer Ralph Vartabedian, she spent
‘ three weeks investigating the proseécutor

| 1o compile this account.
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