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Police employee charged with stg drugs

Two others linked &=,
to Detroit force
face prison terms

s Bree Fowier
Assocaird Press

DETROIT — A civilian em-

and then selling them on
street, according to an indict
mnttmsu!edWednesday
)ohnEa:&CukeSr.ﬁc]nrged
with conspiring 10 embezzle
222 pounds of cocaine. If con-

weapons and cash, to
the property room at police
headquarters.

Also charged in the 7-count
indictment are Donald C
Hynes, a retired Detroit officer.
and Erpest D. Myatt Sr., a cur-
rent officer with the Michigan
State Police.

The three topether faun-
dered the more than $1 millien
geperated through the sale of
the cocaine stolen from a prop-
erty room at Detroit police
headquarters, US. Attorney Jef-
{rey Collins said.

“The conduct as alleged in
the indictment is a slap in
the face to the hardworking,
honest and courageous police

from officers who put their lives
in  on the line fo get this deadly

mntmhxndoﬁthesueels, “he
sald.

mmu&mmm(mmrmmwm
Ofiver (left) and Deputy Chief Gary Brown announce Tuesday in Detroit
an indictment charging nine people with stealing seized rarcotics from a
mmammmmmmmm

“short of appalling.” Collins said.  unsealed uniil

Wednesday.
The nine were indicted last Somoftheaccuscdwmeex-
week, but the indictment wasn't  pe r.obe.-- igs as._-;ﬂy

as Wednesday afiernoon.

According to Detroit police.
the drugs were stolen on
BUmMErous o<casions over a
period of years.

Detroit Police Chief Jerry
Oliver said most of the men
and women in his department

_are honest and hardworking

and should not be judged by
the actions of two employees.
Ofiver blamed the thefts,
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in part, to the department’s |

antiquated property room and |

record keeping system.

He said every effort will be

made to modernize the facility.

*I want 1o reassure the
citizens of this city that under
this police administration and
this ecity inistration, we
will work | with our
state and federal partners to
this tarnish” Oliver
said.
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~+ who refived ln 2] — Whs
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day his passport. and lmmlbaw
thie eountry, Hynss' sitornes, Bri-
:gmasy,méﬂmwm

sy morming
“My client Is seeking a very
defunss, and

yigorous snd that's what
beelh ger” Datloy said,

Hym-a spet the last years of

barepr working in the proporty
rms He atsd worked at the front
dgsk in police beadquerters,
hecking individuals and 1Ds s
tbw entered the
“Oliver, whe took over as chief
in.Februsry, offersd encourage-
ment to Petroiters. “We will ones
agein retain snd gaio the fonﬂ—
denee of this community in terms
of i prn‘ﬁm&onai Police Depart-
ment” be
The remmnﬁng suspects

Harged with money
are n!i #ssosistes or relatives of
John Cole Sv. Thay are: David
Cole Jr, 60; Anthony Lasenby, 85
Shirley Terry, 34; Cora Cole-Hob-
imson, T Chontrice Cole, 22, and
I Mae Hall, 72, all of Detroit.

s The 89-page indictment, un-
sanled Wednesday, chargesthe
suspeets with 17 counts of con-
s",rﬁracr 0 dnsmbate SIS, money

Cole e the money to by 18
e s to by

hises i
that he tisted In the names of his

maother, brother; son daughter 1
and other cnrleﬁmdmts 1o dis |
guise his owrerstip of the proper-

indliotment suid. >

t, the

Officials allege he also pur- |

chaged two Cheveolet Corvetios,
whtich he titlesd In the names of his
brother, Dayid Cole, and an asso-
i, Lasenby.

Cole will ferain in the Wayne
County Jail until at least today,
when a detention hedring i=
scheduled. Assistant UA. Attor-
ney Jonathun Tukiel 2ald ke will
ke & case 18 to Cole's visk of
ﬂlf.'bl apd danger to the comoumi-

’I‘om‘ allegedly nsed her posi-
tion s o bank teller to/make cish
transaetions without having to Gl
out the reguired federal papar-
work for transsctions over

$10,000. The indictment said Cole

purchased one of the homes in |
Ters's e on 8 80-vear mort- |

gage that he paid off in threo
weehs.
[t wiss uncleor what role Myatt,

the State Police loutensnt, played )

in the alleged schome, He was
deseribed as John Cole's business

in Myatt’s name.

After being arraigned, Myatt
was refeased on 8 $10.000 vnse-
cured bowd. His attorney, Larry
Polk. would not comment on the
oh

pirney to ob-

struct Jushce lying to a federal
grand jury and conspivacy to
stenl, embezzle and intentionally
conpvert palice property, John
Cole Sr. faces up Lo ife in prison if
canvicted of the drog eomntz. The
others face up o 20 years in pris
on and B308000-plus fines.

_ The indietment snid Jehn Cole,
a delivery driver who was respon-
sibde for receiving, storing and ro-
treving propesty reom evidence,
stole the drugs beiween 1994 and
2000, The drugs had heen seized
hetwean M’areh 1986 and June
18456,

The indictment said Cole re-
placed some of the rocaine with
unopened bags of Gold Medal
flatr in weights roughly equal to
the cociine that was tsken. After
taking the drugs, he allegedly sold
it for more than $1.3 miilion, the

Hynes is aceused of laundering]
=ome of the money through his]
hanks aceount,

Federdl speats raided John)
Cole’s home in the 5500 block
Weat Guter Drive in May 2001,
nnd seized records for the pur-

hases,

€

John Cole, his brgther, daugh-
ter, matherdn-law and Teery are
accused of lying to s federal grand
Jury, which began imvestigating
the thefis in May 2001 The fadicl-
ment said they falsely testified
that their own funds bad been
uséed to bity the houses,

The indictment also accused
John Cole of giving @ 88-caliber
derringer that he bad akes from
tha property room to Lasanby,
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