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Children make easy marks in an unequal legal system

SEX CRIMES, from Page 44

‘child whusers — called “diddlers” in prison — sre consldered
contemptible. They often sre targets of jailhouse rape,
assault or even murder.

“A ot of the guys here for hurting kids get hurt
themselves,” says Devid Liparoto, a Riverside Correctional
mmrlm.rﬁlﬂmwymmlmulm-m-
old girl to perform. ‘sex. “] work with welghts, and other
gs:mﬂummuq—nmam

mpmmmlufqummu
trouble.”

A most dungerous individual®

Ome who disagrees is Monroe Circuit Judgs
Jumes Kelley Ir. Last year, Kelley presided over five chllc
sex abuse cases that resulted in convictions. The result: f1o
prisan terms ranging from three o 50 years

“Oneof incest
on the victim." he says. “If the victim is going to b
trightened if the offender is let loose. perhaps the alfenter
ought to be taken out of sockety for » time, until the ¥ictin
recovers anyhow — and loses this

Jact

The *Tender Years Exception’
hmmmmnuhunwdwuhdn
courtroom more amiable for children. In Masssch

Recorder's Court Judge Dalton Roberson says he has (oot 7 B0
usets, louldmﬂnlhntm umql_llduhmiunrlm. Ouakland County Prosecutor L. Brooks Patterson agres
young witnesses are given small chars to keep their feet but *1 can't really worry about that. with Kelley: “Too often, we're giving the child rapist two or
Trom dangling uncomfortably. 1n Maryland, children whose il Mmﬂv:pmhﬂmmﬂm{inulhdm" he three bites of the apple before we put him swny, We're
voices freeze can draw or write their testimony. In Texas, e 4 says, “that's because [ feel [t's better 1o send him Lo therapy faking & person Who cOmmMIts & serious crime, and we're
thelr statements are inadvance and played in the - than to prison, For many of these poople, psychological “We'll give you probation this time, and maybe et
courtroom, In Colorado, p are filtered wreatment is really the best answer. In prison they get no fime. but why don’t you consider being & good boy? Tt

through a therapist to the child in court. In Washington, & wm.“mhmmm\m therapy at all” ihat how the system treated Michael Forhes™
‘can testify on hearsay — what a child told him traumatic It can be for o child on the witness stand. Oné man semtenced to therapy was David John Wickland, Forbes — the Union Lake man who raped his 13-vear-old
her after the incident. «wu-ummmwwm who was charged with two counts of first-degree and two stepdaughter while his wife fondled her — Is at the St
But in Michigan, They're nervous every time they  even though they're counts of second-gegree criminal sexual conduct for assaull-  Prison of Southern Michigan st Jacksor. But the prison
tochildren. The law also hasmade  confident of what they're going t0 say. Now think of s chlld  ing two girls in 1682 t his home near downtown Detroit.  sentence did not come until he sccosted an 11-year-oid

sex At the i

courtroom bess hospitable
it tougher to get convictions in child she time, was on probation after being school croasing guerd, his third sex-related conviction
“For more than 100 years, Michigan courts allowed adults ‘room full of m&a convicted of stealing wheelsand tires from a pickup truck at plin, wha eight months earlier placed Foroes
10 repest a story told to them by a child if the ehild could ot guy who amaulted her. How can sny be a Detroit Chevrolet dealer. He had prior convictions for car on probation for raping his daughter, ordered him back fnto
af would not testify, The so-called “Tender Years Excep- expected to do that?™ theft, furnishing alcohol to & minor and selling marijusas coart for violating that probation. Forbes' sitorney, Cyvll
tion” allowed testimony thet otherwise would have been Recently Mackle lost a case in which & 20-year-old Ann  and LSD. Hall. argued Incarceration. He said Forbes, who
was ‘The first-degree counts were dismissed in Detroit District walked with a limp from & ear crash, would “be at the prey
often was essential (n prosecuting sex abuse. wmm-wmmﬁ Court because there was o evidence of vaginal penetration. of nll the prisoners in Jackson. . . . He's going to be mest for
the told ‘After  trial In Recorder's Court, Judge John O'Brien found  some of the lnmates.”
‘Wickland guilty of a lesser charge — assault with intent o But Templin withdrew the prodation. e said: “Thls
girl the story to police and attorneys. But at commit criminal sexual conduct against one of the girls — & court comsiders you 1o be a most dangerous individual
3 her father’s, seven-year-old. and ¥ou have the whole community just scared to death ®
mumwmunwmﬂ while st her father and could not repest the story, According 1o court documents, Wickiand, then 41 Termplin then Imposed n 10-year sentence.
refused touched th Forbes' semence already has been cut by 180 diys
een stealing Wickland hecause of prison overcrowding. At that rate, Forbes will he
‘makes Michigan's evidence rules than a5 n “exclied utterance.” 5o the case was dismissed. {erm. For essaulting the girl, be got five years’ probation and  free in another four years.
mmmmgmﬁmmmhrm

hearsay evidence. ‘Mackie says. “It was some lesson in the justice system and community service and participate in the Recorder’s sentence “fair but loag overdue.”
children." psychistric clinic “Forbes for raping (4 nine-year-old gir)

How effective Is that clink” 230 s e o provaton fo rapn s Gaughte.” Pt

e acong e sy would mrvive e *Diddlers” are targels in prison Hodae Roberaon shrags i fhe question, “With th maney s sys.“Only fter i tirdscrewup id e cou decie
delay between an incident and & trial. qu—mmwm problems and everything eise , .. people just gef lost in the hings were serious enough 10 send him §way
In judges’ reluctance to send  system all the time. But | still think treatment programi "W:‘nl-"ﬁn.wuﬂldmmh-ummmm

Is further unspoken
cases,” says Brian Mackle, an assistant Washienaw County molesters to prison. Criminal lore has it that among convicts, often make better sense than prison. Justice
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