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Grosse Pointe resident accused ofGrosse Pointe resident accused of
intentionally ramming billboard truckintentionally ramming billboard truck
Authorities: Eyewitness identified suspect as beingAuthorities: Eyewitness identified suspect as being

behind the wheelbehind the wheel
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A man who comes from a well-known family in the Grosse Pointes communities hasA man who comes from a well-known family in the Grosse Pointes communities has

been charged with several crimes relating to him allegedly crashing into a billboardbeen charged with several crimes relating to him allegedly crashing into a billboard

truck multiple times this summer.truck multiple times this summer.

William Michael-Louis Matouk II, 36, of Grosse Pointe, was arraigned Friday in GrosseWilliam Michael-Louis Matouk II, 36, of Grosse Pointe, was arraigned Friday in Grosse

Pointe Woods District Court on charges of malicious destruction of personal property, aPointe Woods District Court on charges of malicious destruction of personal property, a

10-year felony, and other crimes.10-year felony, and other crimes.

The charges were authorized by the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office afterThe charges were authorized by the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office after

prosecutors in Wayne County  identified a potential conflict of interest in this case.prosecutors in Wayne County  identified a potential conflict of interest in this case.

“We take this case very seriously,” Macomb Prosecutor Peter Lucido said in a news“We take this case very seriously,” Macomb Prosecutor Peter Lucido said in a news

release. “By allegedly using his vehicle as a weapon, the defendant put lives at risk, andrelease. “By allegedly using his vehicle as a weapon, the defendant put lives at risk, and

it is fortunate that the injuries sustained were not more severe. We are committed toit is fortunate that the injuries sustained were not more severe. We are committed to

ensuring justice is served.”ensuring justice is served.”

According to prosecutors, Matouk drove a Chevrolet Express van into a billboard boxAccording to prosecutors, Matouk drove a Chevrolet Express van into a billboard box

truck near Mack Avenue and Vernier Road in Grosse Pointe Woods on June 30. He thentruck near Mack Avenue and Vernier Road in Grosse Pointe Woods on June 30. He then

backed up and struck the box truck two more times before fleeing in the van,backed up and struck the box truck two more times before fleeing in the van,

prosecutors said.prosecutors said.

Authorities said an eyewitness identified Matouk as being the driver of the van.Authorities said an eyewitness identified Matouk as being the driver of the van.
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The driver of the billboard box truck suffered non-life threatening injuries.The driver of the billboard box truck suffered non-life threatening injuries.

In addition to the property destruction count, Matouk was also charged with assaultIn addition to the property destruction count, Matouk was also charged with assault

with a dangerous weapon, a four-year felony, lying to a peace officer, a two-year felonywith a dangerous weapon, a four-year felony, lying to a peace officer, a two-year felony

and a misdemeanor charge of failure to stop after a collision.and a misdemeanor charge of failure to stop after a collision.

Chief Judge Theodore Metry set a $50,000 personal bond. He ordered Matouk to have noChief Judge Theodore Metry set a $50,000 personal bond. He ordered Matouk to have no

contact with any of the witnesses, surrender his passport, and seek permission beforecontact with any of the witnesses, surrender his passport, and seek permission before

being allowed to leave the state of Michigan.being allowed to leave the state of Michigan.

Matouk is the nephew of the late JoAnn Matouk Romain, who died 14 years ago, butMatouk is the nephew of the late JoAnn Matouk Romain, who died 14 years ago, but

whose death has been shrouded in controversy since then.whose death has been shrouded in controversy since then.

JoAnn Matouk Romain went missing on January 12, 2010 after attending eveningJoAnn Matouk Romain went missing on January 12, 2010 after attending evening

services at St. Paul on the Lake Catholic Church on Lake Shore Road.services at St. Paul on the Lake Catholic Church on Lake Shore Road.

Her body was found two months later by fishermen in Amherstburg, Ontario, which isHer body was found two months later by fishermen in Amherstburg, Ontario, which is

about 30 miles southwest of where she disappeared in Grosse Pointe.about 30 miles southwest of where she disappeared in Grosse Pointe.

Police classified the 55-year-old woman’s death as suicide by drowning, but her familyPolice classified the 55-year-old woman’s death as suicide by drowning, but her family

believes she was killed, noting an autopsy showed there was no water found in herbelieves she was killed, noting an autopsy showed there was no water found in her

lungs. Her family say police failed to interview witnesses, fabricated documents andlungs. Her family say police failed to interview witnesses, fabricated documents and

lied to protect fellow officers.lied to protect fellow officers.

Tim Matouk, a cousin of JoAnn Romain, works as an investigator for the Wayne CountyTim Matouk, a cousin of JoAnn Romain, works as an investigator for the Wayne County

Prosecutor’s Office, which may be the reason Prosecutor Kym Worthy cited a conflict ofProsecutor’s Office, which may be the reason Prosecutor Kym Worthy cited a conflict of

interest. At the time of JoAnn Romain’s death, he was working as a Harper Woods policeinterest. At the time of JoAnn Romain’s death, he was working as a Harper Woods police

officer.officer.

The box truck allegedly struck by William Matouk carried messages about the case. HisThe box truck allegedly struck by William Matouk carried messages about the case. His

attempt to destroy the truck could be related to some of the Matouk family’s efforts toattempt to destroy the truck could be related to some of the Matouk family’s efforts to

get law enforcement to solve the case, officials said.get law enforcement to solve the case, officials said.
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The case of JoAnn Matouk has already been well documented and more media projectsThe case of JoAnn Matouk has already been well documented and more media projects

are in the works. JoAnn Matouk Romain’s family also owned the Merchant’s Fine Wineare in the works. JoAnn Matouk Romain’s family also owned the Merchant’s Fine Wine

& Spirits store on Mack Avenue.& Spirits store on Mack Avenue.

A probable cause hearing is scheduled for 8 a.m. Oct. 16 and a preliminary exam isA probable cause hearing is scheduled for 8 a.m. Oct. 16 and a preliminary exam is

scheduled for 10 a.m. Oct. 23 in 19th District Court before Chief Judge Sam Salamey.scheduled for 10 a.m. Oct. 23 in 19th District Court before Chief Judge Sam Salamey.
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Bipolar Disorder: 7 Signs YouBipolar Disorder: 7 Signs You
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Sterling Heights: New SeniorSterling Heights: New Senior
Apartments From $250/month -Apartments From $250/month -
Stunning!Stunning!
Senior LivingSenior Living

Do You Know What Crohn'sDo You Know What Crohn's
Disease in Females is Like Take aDisease in Females is Like Take a
Look!Look!
Crohn's Disease TreatmentCrohn's Disease Treatment

Obvious Indication of BipolarObvious Indication of Bipolar
Disorder You Don't Notice: QuickDisorder You Don't Notice: Quick
TestTest
Bipolar TestBipolar Test
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What Triggers MyelodysplasiaWhat Triggers Myelodysplasia
Syndrome Will Shock You! (LearnSyndrome Will Shock You! (Learn
More)More)
Myeloma Symptoms I Search AdsMyeloma Symptoms I Search Ads

Dangerous Signs That You HaveDangerous Signs That You Have
Psoriatic Arthritis (Take a Peek!)Psoriatic Arthritis (Take a Peek!)
Psoriatic Arthritis TreatmentPsoriatic Arthritis Treatment

Social Savvy: Master SocialSocial Savvy: Master Social
Media MarketingMedia Marketing
Search Ads| SM MarketingSearch Ads| SM Marketing
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What Causes PrimaryWhat Causes Primary
Immunodeficiency? Get ReadyImmunodeficiency? Get Ready
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Without Surgery - Here's HowWithout Surgery - Here's How
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Early Signals of AML LeukemiaEarly Signals of AML Leukemia
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The Truth About Hair Loss andThe Truth About Hair Loss and
How to Control It (Naturally)How to Control It (Naturally)
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Have Diabetes (Genius)Have Diabetes (Genius)
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Bags Like Crazy (Going Viral)Bags Like Crazy (Going Viral)
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Newly-discovered Root Factor inNewly-discovered Root Factor in
Age-related Joint DecayAge-related Joint Decay
WellnessGaze Joint PainWellnessGaze Joint Pain

Nеurоpathу Breakthrough:Nеurоpathу Breakthrough:
Experts SpeechlessExperts Speechless
Nerve Recovery MaxNerve Recovery Max

Weak Heart Linked to HighWeak Heart Linked to High
Blood Pressure & CholesterolBlood Pressure & Cholesterol
WellnessGaze HeartWellnessGaze Heart
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We Will Guess Where You GrewWe Will Guess Where You Grew
Up in 20 QuestionsUp in 20 Questions
Bleacher BreakerBleacher Breaker
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